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Empire comparison
Understanding world civilizations is a very important part of history. It examines the initial beginnings of human beings and how they have grown over the years. Studying world civilization gives people the opportunity to recognize and deeply understand historical episodes as well as to learn from them (Chase-Dunn, 2018). However, this essay will not cover everything about world civilization but will focus more on analyzing the similarities and differences of different empires. These include the Roman Empire, the Ghanaian Kingdom, and the British Empire. While analyzing these similarities and differences, the essay will also cover certain components such as the development of these empires, their fall, as well as what influences they might have had in our society today.
Empires develop as a result of different reasons. It is worth noting that the process of growth might not be the same across all empires, but there are some similarities. Both the British and Roman Empire is widely known as the world’s most influential empires that existed in history and currently. These two empires have several things in common in contrast with the Ghanaian empire. When comparing both empires, force, among other ways, was a method that they used in their attempts to expand. This is different from the Ghanaian empire, which developed and thrived as a result of trade. Ghana was quite a small empire compared to British and Roman empires. However, the empire was very rich in products such as gold, ivory, and salt in which they traded with the Arabs (Kone, 2018).   
 For an empire to expand successfully, strategies and tactics are required. Roman and British empires were in control of vast areas due to their strong military powers (Chase-Dunn, 2018). They forcibly conquered other territories and occupied them after gaining control. However, both empires used dissimilar methods of integrating foreign territories into their lands. While the Ghanaian empire gained control over different trade routes due to intensive Trans-Saharan trade, the Roman Empire, on the other hand, was responsible for establishing trade routes throughout the Mediterranean Sea. Romans made sea transport efficient and safe by building safe harbors and lighthouses which mainly helped during the trade.  
Adoption of new technology was another reason that led to the success of both the British and Roman Empire (MacKenzie, 2016). For British, the Royal Navy was the largest and most powerful armed maritime service. On the other hand, Romans built bridges and roads that provided a connection between military bases, major cities, and towns. This also aided in the movement of their armies, civilians, trade goods, and internal carriage of official communications. Ghanaian empire, however, has no evidence of new technology in its history, except for the growth of urban centers due to trade.
Religion was an important part of development in the three empires, Roman, British, and Ghanaian. However, none of the empires was similar to each other when it came to religious matters. For instance, the Romans used to worship different gods (polytheism) and spirits before the introduction of Christianity. The emperor was also regarded as a god and was worshipped by the subjects, whether willingly or unwillingly. The British were secular at first, but due to Britain’s interaction with the rest of the world, the missionaries were able to spread Christianity to the territories that were conquered by the British Empire. Ghana had two dominating religions, Islam and African traditional religion. Different cultures contributed to the African traditional religion but were gradually replaced by the Islamic religion that was spread by the Almoravids throughout Ghana (MacDonald, 2016).
As much as empires develop and thrive into successful territories, they also decline and fall such that they no longer have the ability to exercise their expansive power over other states. Empires decline because some of its parts became independent, or it may happen that the empire itself came to an end. However, it is worth noting that a single justification cannot be pertinent in telling why a certain empire fell. The decline of an empire is such a long process, and some factors are used in categorizing the causes of the fall (MacKenzie, 2016). Such factors include political, environmental, economic, social, and cultural factors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dissatisfaction with the governing systems is a political factor that led to the decline of the three empires. The subjects were not satisfied with how their leaders governed them, and this brewed their desire to gain independence. Therefore, most of them fought for their independence, and bit by bit the power and control of these empires over them came to an end. Additionally, Roman, British, and Ghanaian empires declined as a result of economic issues. For Rome, overspending in constant wars resulted in its financial crisis. Though the British Empire was wealthy at first, its colonies drained its resources (money and workforce) which forced the empire to collapse. On the other hand, Ghana’s economic success was affected by the decline of trade due to recurrent raids on caravan trails (Kone, 2018). Frequent droughts and famine made it difficult for the empire to support the life of the growing population as farming could no longer take place.     
As mentioned earlier, both the British and the Roman Empires used force to expand. This means that countless civil wars were involved between them and the states that they attempted to subdue. When comparing both empires, civil wars can be termed as one of the political factors that contribute to their decline. Both Roman and Ghanaian empire has one similarity as to why they declined. Both faced invasions whereby Rome was invaded by powerful Barbarian tribes, while Ghana was invaded by the Almoravids, though it took the empire a decade to give in to the attack (MacDonald, 2016). The British Empire did not encounter any invasions, but both the First and Second World War were a big blow to the empire. To be more specific, these wars led to the emergence of independence movements which were voluntarily allowed by the British, but little did they know that this would eventually lead to its decline. 
Looking at all the aspects in the history of Roman, British, and the Ghanaian Empires, there is no doubt that Roman had the greatest influence that is seen in our society today. Rome has influenced infrastructure, city planning, the spread of Christianity, creation of law, art, development of democratic government practices, and literature. For instance, the creation of law is an important influence from Rome that still applies in today’s society. Roman Empire influences how laws are made today in the self-governing political systems. Many defense techniques that are used during jury trials in today’s society can be traced back to the procedures that were used by Roman in passing judgment (Watkin, 2017).
The spread of Latin language, which acts as a basis for the English language that is used in schools today was the responsibility of Rome. In literature, the writings of famous authors such as Julius Caesar, Milton, Shakespeare, and Dante were influenced by the Romans. The roads and bridges constructed by Romans are still in use up to date. Today’s currencies use pictures of the state leaders on them, and this idea originated from Rome. The spread of Christianity in different parts of the world today is a significant area of Roman’s influence. Moreover, the idea in the law of someone being innocent until they are proved guilty was Rome’s idea, which applies to date (Watkin, 2017).            
In conclusion, one can understand better the concept of empires through different times in history by comparing and contrasting the reasons and impacts of their rising and falling (Chase-Dunn, 2018). This essay has covered the development as well as the decline of three important empires in history; Roman, British, and the Ghanaian Empire.

References
Chase-Dunn, C. (2018). Rise and Demise: Comparing world systems. Routledge.
Kone, K. (2018). The Soninke in Ancient West African History. In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of African History.
MacDonald, K. C (2016). Ghana, Empire of. The Encyclopedia of Empire, 1-6.
MacKenzie, J. M. (2016). Empires in world history: characteristics, concepts, and consequences. The Encyclopedia of Empire, 1-25.
Watkin, T. G. (2017). A historical introduction to modern civil law. Routledge.

  



   
